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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 26 October 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) E3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) E3 Claim(s) 1-36 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Upon further consideration by the examiner, the previous restriction requirement (mailed 
on October 12, 2006) has been withdrawn. Claims 1 through 36 below were examined on their 
merits. There would be burdensome search to examine all of Claims 1 through 36. 

Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the use of already implied phrases. 
The examiner suggests replacing the term of "disclosed" (page 44, line 2) with — 

provided-; and deleting the phrase of "the present invention" (page 44, line 10). 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1,17, 29, 30 and 35 are objected to because of the following informalities. 
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In each of the claims listed above, the language is awkwardly worded and the following 
changes are recommended to correct grammar. In no way do the changes suggested below affect 
the scope of the claimed invention. 

In Claim 1 : "the range" (line 8) should be changed to —a range--; "thereof," (line 8) 
should be replaced with -of the portion of the permanent magnets,--; and "the first threshold" 
(line 14) should be changed to -a first threshold-. 

In Claim 17: "the range" (line 10) should be changed to —a range-; and "the presence" 
(line 1 1) should be changed to —a presence—. 

In Claim 29: -the- should be added before "at least" (line 2). 

In Claim 30: —the— should be added before "at least" (line 2). 

In Claim 35: "the range" (line 8) should be changed to -a range-; "thereof (line 8) 
should be replaced with -of the portion of the permanent magnets—; and "the first threshold" 
(line 15) should be changed to —a first threshold—. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 through 36 are allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter. 
The prior art does not teach all of the limitations of the claimed invention as recited in 

each of independent Claims 1, 17, 32 and 35. 

The closest prior art reference is cited to Perry et al (U.S. Patent 5,631,093). While Perry 
does teach providing a plurality of permanent magnets, which can be read as either a portion of 
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permanent magnets and a remainder of permanent magnets, or alternatively as a first and set of 
permanent magnets, with north and south magnetic pole alignment. Additionally, Perry does 
teach permanent magnets with north and south poles and Curie temperatures (col. 3, lines 18-35). 

However, Perry does not teach, inter alia, switching the north-south magnetic pole 
alignment of a portion of the permanent magnets by temporarily heating the portion of the 
permanent magnets to a temperature in a range of 0-200 deg. C below a Curie temperature of the 
portion of the permanent magnets (as recited in Claim 1). 

Furthermore, Perry does not teach, inter alia, switching the north-south magnetic pole 
alignment of the second set of the permanent magnets by temporarily heating each permanent 
magnet in the second set of permanent magnets to a temperature in a range of 0-200 deg. C 
below the second Curie temperature in a presence of a magnetic field which is oppositely 
directed to the north-south magnetic pole alignment of the first and second sets of the permanent 
magnets (as recite in Claims 17 and 32). 

Also, Perry does not teach, inter alia, switching the north-south magnetic pole alignment 
of a portion of the permanent magnets by temporarily heating the portion of the permanent 
magnets to a temperature in a range of 0-100 deg. C above a Curie temperature of the portion of 
the permanent magnets and below a Curie temperature for a remainder of the permanent magnets 
(as recited in Claim 35). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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8. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matters: 
To correct the informalities listed above with the specification and claims. 
Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 

Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to A. Dexter Tugbang whose telephone number is 571-272-4570. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

A. Dexter Tugbang 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3729 

February 2, 2007 




